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-Humbly Offered to the Conſideration of the 


High Court f PARLIAMENT, 


Ox 7 9M 


'Drapers, Mercers, Haberdaſhers, Grocers, Hoſjers, Glaſs-Sellers, Cutlers, and other Trading Houſe and Shop-keepers of 
this Nation, of the great Decay of their Trades. That there are 4 ſort of People, called by the Name of Pedlars , 
Hawkers, and Petty-Chapfolks, who, contrary to Law, do Carry about, Diſpoſe and Sell in all the Cities and Towns of 
this Kingdom, wery great Quantities of ſeveral ſorts of Goods and Commodities belonging to the ſaid Trades, to the Ruine 
and Deftruftion of the ſaid Tradeſmen, and to the great Inconvenience and Danger of -the Whole Nation -in General, in 


theſe Particulars following : Vrz. 


H A T the-faid-Zawkers and Pedlars are Computed, and Boaſt themſelves to be a great Number, who are 
moſt of them Single, Luſty, and Able of Body either to Serve:His Majeſly, or to get their Livings by 
Lawful Ways, and do notwithſtanding Trade in all places, and go about to all Noblemen's and Gentlemen's 
Houſes to Vend their Commodities, to the Deſtruction of the Shop-keepers in the Adjoyning Towns; who 
are made hereby incapable to diſcharge their Debts -and Obligations to the Merchants and others that Truft 
them. | | 

THAT in vain will it be for Gentlemen, or others, to breed up P of their Sons to Trades, -giving 
Great Sums of Money, and Long Service, if every Vagrant and Pedlar ſhall have this Permiſſion. 
THAT 'tis impoſſible for Perſons ſo Chargeably Educated, Liable to all Taxes, Paying great Rents, having 
Families and Children, to ſupport a Livelyhood, if theſe be permitted their Imploy. 
TV. THAT moſt of them pay neither Scot nor Lot, Taxes, Rent, or'any other Charge ; So-that of an un- 
avoidable Neceſſity, they muſt be DeſtruCtive to thoſe that lie under .thoſe Performances, 4 

V. THAT they Multiply daily, and have withia few Years Trebled their Number ; Arriving/t@that unſufferable Praftice, as to take Ser- 
-vants, Contra&t for Years, ſome Retaining three or four a piece, which muſt of Neceſſity be as Eanker to Eat out the Life of Trade. 

VI. THAT 'cis the Earneſt Deſire of the Tradeſmen of this Nation, the Legal putting downaWele Men, as Groaning under the Burden 
cauſed by th:m ; There being many Families Ruined, their Wives and Children Begging in a Deplrable Condition, having had their Bread 
taken out of their Mouths. " > | 

Vil. THAT ſuppoſing but r0000, a Number far leſs than they boaſt themſelves to be, and every one Selling but 1z00-pound worth of 
Gcols in the Year, a Sum much too moderate, will amount in the whole to x000004, the-Mygderate-Profic of which, will Maintain 
2530 Families, allowing 4o /. per Anium to the Maintenance of every Samily. _ oo Ea © 9 CT odenagh TY 

VIiI. THAT the greateſt part of theſe People are no Real Natives, but moſt of another Natig| '; "Whoſe great Encouragements are ſuch, 
that they daily Flock trom their own Country into Ours, only to follow this Trade. COL IN. ig... 

IX. THAT this growing Enormity was in its bud ſeen, ſo that in the Reigns of Queen Maven Elizabeth, and King Fames, were 
three Atts made for the ſuppreſſing them ; and by Law look'd on as Vagrants ; but fince ourunmappy-Dowu ſtick War, they have arrived 


to this prodigious Number. x 
fuch a number, who under all 


X. THAT *cis really deſtruQive to the Intereſt and Government of this Land, as wellas Trace, to ſuffer: 
diguilcs may take this Imploy, as knowing every place, ſtrength, and ways thereof; {a as Rerablaggnveniences may accrew to th2 diſturbance 
.of .this Nation ; ſome of them wearing Swords already in defiance of Authority, as allo the Fer q *RoDbers, breaking open of Houſes, -or 
"any other milchicf whatſcever. | oo | T 

X!. THAT in ſome by-Ports of this Nation, ſeveral Perſons are induced'to bring in; ma 
Handicrafts-men, as having an Opportunity of ſelling them by theſe Mea ;.as allo in hi 
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5 Hy % CW, Families and Children, to ſupport a Livelyhood, it thele be permitjed their Imploy. 
Ty. 5 TERS THAT moſt of them pay neither Scot nor Lot, Taxes, *Rent, or any other Charge ; So that of an un- 
avoidable Neceſſity, they muſt be Deſtrudtive to thoſe that lie under-thoſe Performances, 4 | 4 

V. THAT they Multiply daily, and have withia few Years Trebled their Number ; Arriving /t@that unſufferable Prattice, as to take Ser- 
-vants, Contra for Years, ſome Retaining three or four a piece, which muſt of Neceſſity be as#E nker to Eat out the Life of Trade. 

VI. THAT 'cis the Earneſt Deſire of the Tradeſmen of this Nation, the Legal putting down [ele Men, .as Groaning under the Burden 
cauſed by th:m ; There being many Families Ruined, their Wives and Children Begging in a Deplarable Condition, having had their Bread 
taken out of their Mouths. "7s | : 

Vil. THAT ſuppoſing but 10000, a Number far leſs than they boaſt themſelves to be, and every one Selling but zoo,pound worth of 
Gco.!s in the Year, a Sum much too moderate, will amount in the whole to 1000004, the-Mygderate-Profit of which, will Maintain 
2530 Families, allowing 4o /. per Ammm to the Maintenance of every Tamily. Tr 

VIiI. THAT the greateſt part of theſe People are no Real Natives, but moſt of another Natis þ; Whoſe great Encouragements are ſuch, 
that they daily Flock trom their own Country into Ours, only to follow this Trade. F242 * 08 "Wigs 

IX. THAT this growing Enormity was in its bud ſeen, fo that in the Reigns of Queen Muryouemeen Elizabeth, and King Fames, were 
three Aﬀts made for the ſuppreſſing them ; and by Law look'd on as Vagrants ; but fince ourrumnm: ppy-Do:ltick War, they nave arrived 
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XIV. THAT no true Conveniencies can be propoſed for the tolerating theſe Men, either to Statgor Trad ; the one recetvi g daily a great 
detriment, by the irregular Addition of.ſo great a Number; the other no convetfienceat all;but thegontrary : their Fapdfing lives fixing them 
in no payments, which very conſideration doth daily make them increaſe, and will in.time bring the moſt 20nll erabple part of 4 Taxes on 
the Gentry. There being in moſt Corporations, Tradeſmen breaking, Rents failin iorriar tis vary/difficult-tor Gentlemen or@thers, to.plare 


their Sons to any Trade or Imploy, that is not invaded by t La. LFY = BY 
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XV: THAT whereas, 'tis ſuppoſed they ſell cheaper than Wniefrten, "ri it, beſet a v1 


* .comes'to their hands, by. way of defrauding His Majeſtics Cuſtoms ; otIErwile © WS 
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"XVI. THAT as. by a very moderate Wpuration 3740 Families are pM wo oY! s TT” Vall ilages of this 


what fad Inconveniency will accrew in ſome farther Race of Time, there Being Wlredrawa 0 bs RS 
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Kingdom. 14 |  . + a5 they do, knowing once their ſtrength, 
XVII. THAT 'tis to be highly feared, ſuch a number of young, luſty, vagrant People, increanng of Italy) Out-laws, bidding defiagce to 
who can meet in any part of this Nation in three Wecks time, (may at laſt grow*like the Batldittig yay beneficial to Kine nor Country.” 
Law and Government : (it being againſt all Safety and Rules ot Policy ). to indulge thoſe'whoare nofeal. their-Maſters: Proviſions or Goods to 
XVIII. THAT they very ofcen corrupt Mens Servants where they'come, and tempt them 40. \ hohr Cor modity if wandring Glaſs-men 
truck with them for ſuch things as they have a mind to or occaſion for. And/for Glafſes, being BiFartticn Watts ar s pack'd 
are not Suppreſt, they will and may carry any other Commodities inthe Stfaw in which\Glailes ined ; fahat 'tis conceiv 
* . . . fea %8 . ITT af | 4 e e1s SOLCUELT Wis no leſs than 
XIX. THAT this Nation doth abound with a Multitude of Poor, who by Pariſh-Dulies are: ws Bit wholly lies on the Gentry 
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00000 Perſons are thereby kept, a burden no way contributed to byF ors, Zdnwhifs, Wang th#Poor's Neceffitigs; which will 
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Tradeſmen, and Corporations ; ſo that without ſome redrels,* they Will not 
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be to the ruine, and periſhing, of many thouſand Souls, wha are now rekeved 
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